ACT ii                  CESAR'S  WIFE                        61

ARTHUR: To tell you the truth, I don't think it's any business

of hers.
VIOLET: [Hesitatingly.] Is it due to her influence that Ronald

was appointed to Paris?

ARTHUR: Why?

VIOLET: I want to know. If she's been pulling strings to
get him moved I suppose it's for some reason. He was
very comfortable here. It's not often you find a secretary
who exactly suits you.

ARTHUR: Well, yes, it was her doing. She telb me she
doesn't mean to come to Egypt so much as in the past
and wants her brother nearer to her.

VIOLET: If she wants to see much of her brother she let
him choose rather an unfortunate profession. ... I
wonder she didn't tell you the truth,

ARTHUR: [Quickly.] I'm convinced she did. I thought her
explanation very natural. I'm sorry it's necessary for
me to interfere with her plans.

VIOLET: I'm sure she wouldn't mind my telling you why
she's so anxious Ronny should leave Egypt. She thinks
he's in love with a married woman and it seems desirable
to get him away. Perhaps she didn't want to tell you.
I fancy she's been very uneasy about it.

ARTHUR: I daresay it's only a momentary infatuation. Let
us hope he will get over it quickly. I can't lose a useful
public servant because he happens to have formed an
unfortunate attachment.

VIOLET: I'm afraid I'm not explaining myself very well*
Ronny is desperately in love. There's no other way of
putting it. You must let him go. After all, you're very
fond of him, you've known him since he was a small
boy; it isn't as though he were a stray young man sent
you by the Foreign Office. You can't be entirely in-
different to him. Perhaps his welfare is at stake. Don't